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HEALING PRAYERS FOR OUR MEMBERS
and FRIENDS
Bob B—Alan B’s uncle, Debbie—Steve W’s sister, Paul P,
Alan B, Diane P, David P, David R, Shane A; Peter S.
Dr John D. Malcolm W’s brother; Stephen P; Les G;
Nathaan G; Lee F & Family; Jack R; Father Stephen; Dr
Victor B
FOR MCC Congregations
Crave MCC, MCC A Church in Progress and Oasis MCC
Christchurch and especially for MCC Brisbane & MCC Sydney
as they look for a new a Pastor.

FOR OUR LONG DISTANCE MEMBERS
and FRIENDS:
Megan in Brisbane, John and Diane South West Rocks,
Dianne & Emma in Repton, Eve and Jenny in Cronulla,
Mary, Esta & Matt in Quirindi. Philip in NZ.
And in Tasmania, Pat R, John D & David R, Christian & Peter
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13th Rev Elder Nancy Wilson
20th MCC Good Shepherd
36th Anniversary.
27th Rev Elder Dr Troy Perry
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Pride Reflection

Friends, colleagues, we are in each other’s care. Pride season is our
reminder and our conviction that we do not live in a vacuum. The theologian Martin Buber talks about this when he says “Er leibt mir
gegenuber,” or, “he bodies across from me.” Vietnamese spiritual
leader Thay Nhat Hahn teaches that we “inter-are,” that there is no
place where I stop and you begin.

We cannot find peace alone, and our truest peace is what we locate
in community: My equilibrium is tied to yours. Your balance is affected
by hers. Together we upend or stabilize, agitate or calm one another.
As surely as if a rope tied you to the people you work with and cross
paths with, your boat tips with theirs. My heart breaks with yours. Our
spirits rejoice with one another.
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Across the globe we celebrate Pride at different times and in different ways, and yet a common thread often ties our local Pride origins
in that a pivotal crisis was met by our people with strength and defiance. Many of our heroes and veterans of these Pride origin stories
were people who lived at the fringes of the margins, who took up the
mantle like Elisha, and who demanded change at great risk. Our
Pride festivals honor these trailblazers and mark our achievements
and celebrate our differences.
And still, queer sexuality and genderqueer expression is criminalized in dozens of countries, and the death penalty is a sentencing
possibility in more than we can count with both hands. Pride organizers across our own communities often act as gayness gatekeepers and limit gender/queer joy to exclude some of us as unfriendly to
“family.” Even within our MCC communities, we struggle at times to
understand and affirm some of our consensual sexual expressions
that don’t conform to traditional norms or moral assumptions.
Pride intentionally highlights and celebrates the differences we
share; and it importantly also calls us to attend to our own edges. It
asks us to extend and work to ensure joyfulness and abundant life
for our queer and genderqueer siblings who remain deprived of
them. Its themes call us to protest with and join in solidarity with our
kin who are still dismissed, demeaned, and demonized.
Pride is knowing the extent to which our home is in one another –
for better or worse. And with that comes a responsibility and challenge, as well as a blessing. Pride is finding and celebrating our unity within our diversity. Romans 12 enjoins, “For as in one body we
have many members, and the members do not all have the same
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”
Many members, one body. A rainbow of colors, one flag. Innumerable floats, one parade. Lots of feathers, one boa. Happy protest,
comrades. Happy Pride.
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Rev. Elder Miller Hoffman
Click here to view the Council of Elders’ Bios:
https://www.mccchurch.org/2021-council-ofelders-bios/

6 July is MCC Sydney’s 47th Birthday! On July 11th 1974, Rev. Troy
Perry (the Founder of MCC) and Rev. Lee Carlton arrived in Sydney
from the USA after first visiting Brisbane. It was their first visit to
Australia. On July 15th 1974 they held the first MCC worship service in
Sydney at the home of Graeme Donkin (deceased) in Campsie. Rev.
Perry asked the 12 attendees “Those who would like to see an MCC
established in Sydney raise your hands.” These 12 formed the nucleus
of the first MCC Study Group in Sydney. The first service was held in
the Quakers Meeting Hall, Devonshire St Surrey Hills with 30 in
attendance. It was with much excitement that on July 6th 1975 at 3pm
at the Quakers Hall, MCC Sydney became a Chartered Church of the
Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches with Rev.
Lee Carlton as pastor. 113 people attended the service, and a great
journey was begun.

See Stars... and more Stars... Are you ready for your close up? Join us
for a flawless night of sheer fabulousness at Celebrity proportions.
7pm Saturday 16th July 2022 at UNSW Roundhouse
Doors open at 7pm | Show 9:30pm | Raffle, lucky door and best
dressed prizes | Drinks and snacks from the bar - no BYO

BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS | the-pollys-club
(thepollysclub.com.au)

Page 7

Page 10

Page 8
6

Crave MCC
Christmas in July
23rd of July 6:00pm
Come for dinner, games, singing. A great opportunity to celebrate
with old friends and meet new ones
Book here: https://www.trybooking.com/BYDUN

Sunday 25th of September

What your ticket supports:
Some folks in our community get together with their neighbours in
Waterloo, and distribute healthy food. Just 11 volunteers get over
600 kilos of veggies out, plus any fresh meat. It goes out to the
public housing buildings, and a local shelter, and is carried by hand
to the housebound.

9:30am to 4:00pm

The ministry is called "The Favour", and it's our privilege as a
community to get together and support them.

Winbourne, 1315 Mulgoa Rd, Mulgoa

Please contact Marc Goodacre (0406 645 075) so that we at Good
Shepherd can organize a table at this fantastic event.

Cost $25 and $15 concession

Uniting Church 197 Macquarie St Martin Place

MCC Good Shepherd Western Sydney
Spiritual Retreat
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The Governing Board Nominating Committee (GBNC) is excited
to present the candidates for the slate for the 2022 General
Conference. Clergy Candidates (5)
(2 Governing Board vacancies)
Rev. Onetta Brooks (she/her/hers),
Founders MCC, Los Angeles, California,
USA Rev. Onetta Brooks is a licensed
Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan
Community Churches Clergy and was ordained on January 27, 2007. She earned a
Master of Divinity from San Francisco
Theological Seminary/Southern California;
Master of Public Administration from
California State University, Dominquez
Hills; and Bachelor of Arts (mathematics) from Pomona College.
Rev. Brooks was elected to serve on MCC’s Governing Board from
2010 to 2016. In 2018, she served as a consultant to the governance
committee until appointed to serve on the Governing Board in
October 2018 until General Conference July 2019. She has provided
church board training upon request, participated in anti-bias/justice
webinars and MCC’s Thriving in Ministry program during 2021-22.
She has served as an interim pastor and/or gap pastor for a few
MCC churches over the years as well as volunteer clergy at
Founders MCC. She worked professionally for various aerospace
companies as a program manager/systems engineer/software
engineer for 34 years. Rev. Brooks is a member of Founders MCC in
Los Angeles, CA (USA). She currently serves on the Board of
Trustees of Pomona College.
Rev. Beulah Durrheim (she/her/hers), Good
Hope MCC, Capetown, South Africa Rev.
Beulah Durrheim has been the solo pastor at
Good Hope MCC, an inner city church based
in Cape Town since 2012. She has a theology
degree from the University of Southern Africa.
She served as a pastor in the Methodist
Church for almost 10 years, and was a
Spiritual Director for Upper Room Ministries in
South Africa. She has served in various denominational
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capacities in MCC: The moderator nominating committee, as a member of the judicial pool, and as an Africa Network Leader. Besides her
20 years of pastoral ministry she also worked at a bank, a paint sales
company, a pre-school and a conference centre. She was often entrusted with managing these businesses and learnt to deal with finances, staff and clients. Rev. Durrheim initiated her own small businesses,
establishing a Retreat Ministry and setting up a Bookshop. In all of
these experiences she discovered she is a leader, skilled at working
with diverse people, able to manage budgets, seeing creative angles to
solving problems and being willing to learn from her mistakes. She
loves the great outdoors and has walked the Camino in Spain several
times. She enjoys running in the mountains and loves doing endurance
sports that test her physical and mental strength. She was in a longterm relationship for 20 years which ended in 2019. She has learnt to
navigate pain and loss and has become resilient when it comes to
dealing with change. She values integrity, community, humour, empathy, commitment and paths that lead to healing and compassion.
Rev. Elder Diane Fisher (she/her/hers), MCC
of Rehoboth, Beach, Rehoboth Beach,
Delaware, USA If you were to ask Rev. Elder
Diane Fisher to describe herself, she would
likely say, “I am a lesbian Christian pastor of
Metropolitan Community Church of Rehoboth
in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware and I am the
mother of a fabulous daughter, Karli and married to Rev. Dr. Kharma Amos who delights my
heart.” Diane is a queer activist, proudly Canadian, who had her
daughter with two gay men (Bill and Walter). She is best known within
MCC as someone who is passionate about local churches, cares
deeply about God, and advocates tirelessly on behalf of young people
and the LGBTQI community. She is known internationally as the
“bishop of lesbians” and for her justice ministry with LGBTQI people,
especially in Eastern Europe and Africa. Thanks to her tireless work in
Eastern Europe, MCC became identified as the Human Rights Church.
Rev. Elder Fisher was presented with MCC’s Human Rights Award in
2010 and has been the recipient of many other National and International Awards for her tireless Human Rights work. She has been the
convener of the Progressive Interfaith Alliance of Southern Delaware
and President of the Lewes Rehoboth Association of Churches.
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She is and has been a local church pastor, a district coordinator, an
elder, and the Clerk of the Governing Board. She cares deeply about
MCC and strongly believes that there is an ongoing need for our
church in the world. Her passion is working to change systems that
encourage or reinforce marginalization of those who have been
caught “outside the system.” Diane lives with her wife, Kharma, and
their pets Kady (dog), Téa (cat), Tobert (cat), and Annie. In her spare
time, Diane plays with various stringed instruments, creates stained
glass pieces, and camps/fishes as often as possible
Rev. Joseph San Jose (he/him/his), Open
Table MCC, Mandaluyong City, The
Philippines Rev. Joseph San Jose is currently
the Pastor of Open Table Metropolitan Community Church located in the Philippines. He
has been a member of MCC since March of
2010. He finished his Master of Divinity from
Union Theological Seminary (Philippines)
Summa Cum Laude, also receiving the Bishop
Arichea excellence award for Biblical Studies. He also holds a
bachelor’s degree in Communication from the University of Santo
Thomas. In 2019, he was given the opportunity to join a leadership
program by IREX under the US State Department where he spent 4
months of internship with Resurrection MCC in Houston, Texas.
Prior to becoming a Pastor, Rev. San Jose worked in the sector of
Financial Markets for 7 years, working for Thomson Reuters and
ETrade Financial. He believes in the continuing mission of MCC to
proclaim God’s love for all people; create and sustain safe spaces for
queer people; and MCC’s participation in the wider work of justice in
the world. He also strongly believes in the representation of peoples
raised-up and living outside of North America and Europe, especially
Asians living in Asia, in the governance of MCC. He is currently living
in San Pedro, Laguna, Philippines, with his Partner of 7 Years,
Lawrence, with their fur children, Duke and Duchess.
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Rev. Doretha Williams-Flournoy
(she/her/hers), A Church for All MCC, North
Highlands, California, USA
Rev. Doretha Williams-Flournoy is the Senior
Pastor of A Church For All (ACFA), MCC in
North Highlands (a suburb of Sacramento,
California). In 2015, ACFA launched The
Ripple Effect, a mental health respite center
which provides support to individuals suffering
from an emotional crisis. In 2019, the church expanded its services to
include The Living Room, an African American Suicide Prevention
Project, which provides peer counseling, case management, and
community training. Both programs are funded through Sacramento
County Department of Behavioral Health Services. Rev. Flournoy
serves as the executive director of those programs. Rev. Flournoy also
serves as a consultant and provides interim executive leadership to
organizations in transition. She just recently concluded a four-year post
as President and CEO of the California Black Health Network. Over
her 30-year career, Rev. Flournoy has served in executive leadership
for organizations providing local and statewide HIV/AIDS, mental
health, primary medical care, and policy advocacy services. Her portfolio also includes expertise in the provision of statewide technical
assistance and training programs focused on Prevention and Early Intervention, Health Equity, and the Integration of Primary Care and
Behavioural Health.
Lay Candidates (4) (2 Governing Board vacancies)

Clare Coughlin (she/her/hers), Divine Peace
MCC, Waterford, Michigan, USA
Clare Coughlin, of Redford, Michigan, USA, lives
with her wife Barbara and dog Abby. Clare is a
23-year member of Divine Peace MCC in
Waterford, Michigan, where she has served as
the Lay Delegate, and has served on the Board
of Directors in capacities including member-atlarge, Treasurer, Clerk and Vice Moderator. She is currently serving as
Vice Moderator.
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Clare is serving on the Governing Board after having been elected to
a three-year term in 2019 and is excited about all of the work that
has been done to date. She is the Governing Board representative
for the Commission on Pathways of Healing and Reconciliation. She
is also working with the Governance Team.

Chad’s work includes being a member of the Assessments
Commission that was responsible for restructuring the assessments
structure for UFMCC. He also served on the Programming Team and
the 50th Anniversary Gala Planning Team for General Conference
2019, as well as assisted with all AV needs at General Conference.

Clare brings a wealth of experience from her career at the Girl
Scouts where she led the Outdoor Program department and later the
Product Sales department. Both of these positions were responsible
for vast budgets and entailed working with a very large and diverse
population.

Chad was elected to the Governing Board at General Conference 2019
and since being elected has served as Treasurer and Chair of the Finance Team. Chad also serves on the Governing Board HR Team. He
serves on the General Conference 2022 Core Team and is a Governing Board member of the Commission on General Conferences where
he co-chairs the Finance Team. Chad loves the mission and work of

Clare recognizes the value of hard work, direct open communication,
tactfulness and transparency as she endeavours to continue to heed
God’s call to help MCC move forward.

MCC and is dedicated to being a part of it.

Chad C. Hobbs (he, him, his), MCC Tampa,
Tampa, Florida, USA
Chad Hobbs is the Manager of the IT Project
Management Office at Centene Corporation.
In this role he is responsible for a team of
10-15 Technical Program and Project
Managers. Chad oversees 3 portfolios of
projects supporting 3 separate VP’s and all of
their program and project work. This role
regularly challenges him to think outside the box and come up with
creative solutions to manage and eliminate obstacles, as well as
personnel management.
Chad lives in sunny Tampa, Florida, USA with his husband of almost
16 years, Samuel Asencio, and their 3 fur babies (cats) Bailey and
Kailey. Chad has been a member of MCC Tampa since 2009. He
has served in a variety of roles, including the Treasurer on the Board
of Directors, member of the Pastoral Search Committee, part-time
Bookkeeper, Lay Delegate, and member of the inaugural Pastoral
Relations Committee. He has had an interest in the wider
denomination since getting to work with many wonderful people
through his various roles at MCC Tampa and that interest only grew
after attending his first General Conference in beautiful Victoria,
British Columbia, Canada in 2016. At the denominational level,

Leo Rossetti (he/him/his), ICM Rio, Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil Léo Rossetti has been a
member of ICM Rio since 2007. At 38 years old,
he is a young adult leader and enthusiast of the
global presence of Metropolitan Community
Churches in Brazil and worldwide. Léo is a
historian, history teacher, has a Master's degree
in History Teaching and is about to finish his
Doctorate in Social History, both at the University
of the State of Rio de Janeiro. Léo has
discovered and developed his special call to global ministry at MCC.
With significant experience as a volunteer translator within the
denomination, he has also served on various global MCC teams,
commissions and committees. He is the author of the motion that led to
the creation of the UFMCC Commission on Communications at the
Orlando General Conference, 2019. In addition to Portuguese, he
speaks English and Spanish (and also LIBRAS, the Brazilian Sign
Language). Léo is also an actor, poet and author of books, including
“Tropical butterflies: the Brazilian Way of the Metropolitan Community
Churches” (Metanoia, 2016). He has been married for 14 years to Rev.
Luiz Gustavo Silva, senior pastor at ICM Rio, and both live in the city of
Rio de Janeiro together with Safira, the couple's feline daughter.
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Ivana Warwick (she/her/hers), ICM Sao Paulo,
Sao Paulo, Brazil Ivana Warwick Kerr has been
in ICM São Paulo since 2015 when, at age 51,
she came out as a woman. Ivana was born in
São Paulo into an evangelical family. Her father
was a pastor and founded several churches.
She, her brother and her mother (a passionate
music teacher) were her second family. Ivana
visited the churches her father founded and was
able to see his passion for the gospel and his
strength of faith. This marked her deeply. In her youth she went to
other places in the country and got to know other religions and
mystics. She returned to São Paulo, married the mother of her
children and joined a fundamentalist denomination. Ivana stayed for
more than 10 years, when she left at the beginning of the transition
process. She got to know ICM, which was vitally important. Ivana is
involved in all local, national community activities and has had some
interactions at the global MCC. It is part of the Commission on
Pathways of Healing and Reconciliation. She participates in several
works: podcasts, lives, seminars, etc., always identifying herself as a
trans pastor and representing ICM.
Can you please supply your voting preference to MCC Good
Shepherd’s Lay Delegate Marc Goodacre before the 15th of July
via email marcus@marcusgoodacre.com
or text on 0406 645 075
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All readings are taken from the

“Priests for Equality. The Inclusive Bible”

1 John 3: 11 to 24 Love One Another
11 This, remember, is the message you heard from the beginning: we
should love one another. 12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the
Evil One and killed his brother. Why did Cain kill Abel? Because his
own deeds were wicked and Abel’s deeds were just. 13 Do not be
surprised, sisters and brothers, if the world hates you. 14We know that
we have passed from death to life because we love our sisters and
brothers; if we refuse to love we are still dead. 15 Those who hate their
sisters or brothers are murderers. And murderers, you know, do not
have eternal life in them. 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus
Christ died for us. And we, too, ought to lay down our lives for our
sisters and brothers. 17 If you have more than enough material
possessions and see your neighbors in need yet close your hearts to
them, how can the love of God be living in you? 18 My children, our
love must not be simply words or mere talk—it must be true love,
which shows itself in action and truth. 19 This, then, is how we’ll know
we belong to the truth; this is how we’ll be confident in God’s presence,
20 even if our consciences condemn us. We know that God is greater
than our consciences and that God knows everything. 21 And if our
consciences do not condemn us, my friends, then we have confidence
before God, 22 and we will receive whatever we ask from God’s
hand—because we keep the commandments and do what is pleasing
in God’s sight. 23 The commandments are these: that we believe in
the name of God’s Own, Jesus Christ, and that we love one another as
we were told to do. 24 Those who keep these commandments live in
God and God lives in them. We know that God lives in us by the Spirit
given to us. (p. 2545)
1 Peter 1 1: 3 to 12 A Living Hope
3 Praised be the Abba God of our Savior Jesus Christ, who with great
mercy gave us new birth: a birth into hope, which draws its life from the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; 4 a birth to an imperishable
inheritance incapable of fading or defilement, which is kept in heaven
for you 5 who are guarded with God’s power through faith; a birth to a
salvation which stands ready to be revealed in the last days
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6 There is cause for rejoicing here. You may, for a time, have to suffer the distress of many trials. 7 But this is so that your faith, which is
more precious than the passing splendor of fire-tried gold, may by its
genuineness lead to praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ appears. 8 Although you have never seen Christ, you love Christ; and
without seeing, you still believe, and you rejoice with inexpressible
joy touched with glory, 9 because you are achieving faith’s goal—
your salvation. 10 This is the salvation the prophets were looking for
and searching for so carefully; their prophecies were about the grace
which has come to you. 11 The Spirit of Christ which was in them
foretold the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that would come after
those sufferings. They tried to find out at what time and in what circumstances all this was to happen. 12 However, it was revealed to
them that the news they brought—regarding all the things that have
now been announced to you by those who proclaimed the Good
News, through the Holy Spirit who was sent from heaven was for you
and not for themselves. Even the angels long to catch a glimpse of
such things. (pp. 2530-2531)
Romans 8: 1 to 17 Life in the Spirit
1 There is no longer any condemnation, however, for those who are
in Christ Jesus. 2 The law of the Spirit the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus—has freed you from the law of sin and death. 3 What the Law
was powerless to do because human nature made it so weak, God
did—by sending the Only Begotten in
the likeness of sinful flesh as a sin
offering, thereby condemning sin in the
flesh.4 In this way, the just demands of
the Law could be fulfilled in us, who live
not according to the flesh but according
to the Spirit. 5 Those who live according
to the flesh have their mind set on the
things of the flesh; those who live by the
Spirit, on things of the Spirit. 6 The mind
of the flesh is death, but that of the
Spirit is life and peace.

7 The mind of the flesh stands in opposition to God; it is not subject to
God’s law—indeed, it cannot be, 8 since those who are in the flesh
cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit,
since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Those who do not have the Spirit
of Christ do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then though
the body is dead because of sin, the spirit lives because of
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, then the One who raised Christ from the dead will
also bring your mortal bodies to life through the Spirit dwelling in you.
12 Therefore, we are under an obligation, my sisters and brothers but
not to the flesh or to live according to the flesh. 13 If you live according
to the flesh, you will die, but if you live by the Spirit, you will put to
death the evil deeds of the body and you will live. Those who are led
by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 For the Spirit that God
has given you does not enslave you and trap you in fear; instead,
through the Spirit God has adopted you as children, and by that Spirit
we cry out, “Abba!” 16 God’s Spirit joins with our spirit to declare that
we are God’s children. 17 And if we are children, we are heirs as well:
heirs of God and coheirs with Christ, sharing in Christ’s suffering and
sharing in Christ’s glory. (pp. 2410-2411)
2 Timothy 2 A Good Servant Solider of Christ Jesus
and an Approved Worker of God
1 Be strong, my child, in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 Everything
that you’ve heard me teach in the presence of many witnesses pass it
on to trustworthy people, so that they, in turn, will teach others. 3 Bear
up under hardship, as I do: stay single-minded, in Christ Jesus. 4 After
all, those serving in national service don’t get involved in business
affairs—not if they want to keep their superiors happy. 5 Or take
athletes—they can’t accept the winner’s crown unless they play by the
rules. 6 And it is the hardworking farmer who has the first share of the
crops. 7 Reflect on what I’m saying and our God will give you complete
understanding in this matter. 8 Remember that Jesus Christ, a
descendent of David, was raised from the dead. This is the Gospel I
preach; 9 in preaching it I suffer as a criminal—even to the point of
being thrown into chains—but there is no chaining the word of God!
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10 Therefore I bear with all of this for the sake of those whom God
has chosen, in order that they may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus,
and with it, eternal glory. 11 You can depend on this: If we have died
with Christ, we will also live with Christ; 12 if we hold out to the end,
we will also reign with Christ. I f we deny Christ, Christ will deny us.
13 If we are unfaithful, Christ will remain faithful, for Christ can never
be unfaithful. 14 Keep reminding people of these things. Warn them
before God against quarrelling about words, which is of no value and
only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to
God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed
and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16 Avoid profane, idle
talk, for people who engage in it move further and further away from
true religion. 17 This kind of talk spreads like gangrene. Among
these talkers are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have deviated
from the truth. They claim that the resurrection has already taken
place—and they have destroyed the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless,
God’s foundation stands firmly, bearing this inscription: “Christ knows
those who belong to God,” and, “All who call on the Name of our God
must avoid wickedness.” 20 Not all the dishes in a large household
are made of silver and gold. Some are made of wood, others are
earthenware. Some are made for special occasions and some for
everyday use. 21 Those who cleanse themselves from wickedness
will become a vessel “for special occasions,” useful to Christ and
ready for any good work. 22 Run from youthful lusts; pursue justice,
faith, love and peace, in union with all those who call on our God with
a pure heart. 23 Avoid futile and silly debates, for they breed quarrels. 24 And as a servant of Christ, you must not engage in quarrels;
instead, be gentle with everyone—a good teacher, patient and tolerant. 25 Be gentle when you correct those who argue with you—
perhaps God will grant them repentance, the grace to recognize the
truth, 26 and they will come to their senses. Thus they may be freed
of Satan’s snare, where they have been captives to the Devil’s will.
(pp. 2498-2500)
John 6: 1 to 15 Feeding the Five Thousand
Some time later, Jesus crossed over to the other side of the Sea of
Galilee—that is, Lake Tiberius—2 and a huge crowd followed him,
impressed by the signs he gave by healing sick people. 3 Jesus
climbed the hillside and sat down there with the disciples.

4 It was shortly before the Jewish feast of Passover. 5 Looking up,
Jesus saw the crowd approaching and said to Philip, “Where can we
buy some bread for these people to eat?” 6 Jesus knew very well what
he was going to do, but asked this to test Philip’s response. 7 Philip
answered, “Not even with two hundred days’ wages could we buy
loaves enough to give each of them a mouthful!” 8 One of the disciples, Simon Peter’s brother Andrew, said, 9 “There’s a small boy here
with five barley loaves and two dried fish. But what good is that for so
many people?” 10 Jesus said to them, “Make the people sit down.”
There was plenty of grass there, and as many as five thousand
families sat down. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and
gave them out to all who were sitting there; he did the same with the
fish, giving out as much as they could eat. 12 When the people had
eaten their fill, Jesus said to the disciples, “Gather up the leftover
pieces so that nothing gets wasted.” 13 So they picked them up and
filled twelve baskets with the scraps left over from the five barley
loaves. 14 The people, seeing this sign that Jesus had performed,
said, “Surely this is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15
Seeing that they were about to come and carry him off to crown him as
ruler, Jesus escaped into the hills alone. (pp. 2293-2294)
John 6: 16 to 21 Jesus walks on water
16 As evening approached, the disciples went down to the lake. 17
They got into their boat, intending to cross to Capernaum, which was
on the other side of the lake. By this time it was dark, and Jesus had
still not joined them; 18 moreover, a
stiff wind was blowing and the sea
was becoming rough. 19 When they
had rowed three or four miles, they
caught sight of Jesus approaching
the boat, walking on the water. They
were frightened, 20 but he told them,
“It’s me. Don’t be afraid.” 21 They
were about to take him into the boat,
but suddenly the boat was ashore at
their destination. (p. 2294)
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Ephesians 4: 1 to 16 Unity in the Body of Christ
I plead with you, then, in the name of our Redeemer, to lead a life worthy of your calling. 2 Treat one another charitably, in complete
selflessness, gentleness and patience. 3 Do all you can to preserve
the unity of the Spirit through the peace that binds you together. 4
There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called into one
hope when you were called. 5 There is one Saviour, one faith, one
baptism, 6 one God and Creator of all, who is over all, who works
through all and is within all. 7 Each of us has received God’s grace in
the measure in which Christ has bestowed it. 8 Thus you find scripture
saying, “You ascended on high, leading captives in your train, and
giving gifts to people.” 9 “You ascended” what does this mean but that
Christ first descended into the lower regions of the earth? 10 The One
who descended is the very One who ascended high above the heavens in order to fill the whole universe. 11 And to some, the gift they
were given is that they should be apostles; to some, prophets; to
some, evangelists; to some, pastors and teachers. 12 These gifts were
given to equip fully the holy ones for the work of service, and to build
up the body of Christ—13 until we all attain unity in our faith and in our
knowledge of the Only Begotten of God, until we become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Let us then
be children no longer, tossed here and there, carried about by every
wind of doctrine, or by human trickery or crafty, deceitful schemes. 15
Rather, let us speak the truth in love, and grow to the full maturity of
Christ, the head. 16 Through Christ, the whole body grows. With the
proper functioning of each member, firmly joined together by each supporting ligament, the body builds itself up in love. (pp. 2469-2470)

12 For the eyes of our God are on the
just, and the ears of our God attend to
their prayers. But the face of our God is
turned against evildoers.” 13 Who is
going to harm you if your goal is to do
what is right? 14 But even if you do
suffer for what is right, count it a blessing. Don’t fear what they fear. Don’t be
afraid, and don’t
worry. 15 In your
hearts, set Jesus apart as holy and
sovereign. Should anyone ask you the
reason for this hope of yours, be ever
ready to reply, but speak gently and
respectfully. 16 Keep your conscience clear so that, whenever you are
defamed, those who slander your way of life in Christ may be shamed.
17 If it should be God’s will that you suffer, it is better to do so for good
deeds than for evil ones. 18 The reason Christ died for sins once for
everyone—the just for the sake of the unjust—was in order to lead you
to God. Jesus was put to death in the flesh but was given life in the
Spirit. 19 And in the Spirit, Jesus went and preached to the imprisoned
spirits. 20 They had refused obedience long ago, while God waited
patiently in the days of Noah and the building of the ark, in which a few
persons, eight in all, were brought to safety through the water. 21 That
water prefigured the water of baptism through which you are now
brought to safety. Baptism is not the washing away of physical dirt, but
the appeal made to God by a good conscience: it brings salvation
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who entered heaven and is
now at the right hand of God, having dominion over angelic authorities
and powers. (pp. 2534-2535)

1 Peter 3: 8 to 22 Suffering for Doing Right

Psalms 55 Trust God Under Persecution

8 All of you must be of one mind. Be sympathetic, loving,
compassionate, humble. 9 Never return evil for evil, or insult for insult,
but give a blessing instead. You were called to do this, to inherit a
blessing yourself. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days
must keep the tongue from evil and the lips from deceitful talk. 11 They
must turn from evil to good, they must seek peace and pursue it.

1 O God, have mercy on me, for the enemy persecutes me; my assailants harass me all day long. 2 All day long my slanderers persecute
me; countless are those who assail me, Exalted One. 3 When I am
afraid, I will trust in you. 4 In you I will shout defiance! In you I will trust
and let go of my fear what can mortals do to me?
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5 All day long they twist my words; all their thoughts are hostile. 6
They plot, they wait in ambush, they watch my every move, eager to
take my life. 7 Don’t let them escape! O God, in your anger bring ruin
to the nations. 8 You write down all my laments, and store every tear
in your wineskin have you counted each one? 9 Then my enemies
will turn back on the day I call upon you; 10 this I know that God is on
my side. In you I will shout defiance! 11 In you I will trust and let go of
my fear what can mortals do to me? 12 I have bound myself with
vows to you, O God, and will redeem them with thank offerings; 13 for
you have rescued me from death and kept my feet from stumbling, to
walk in your presence, in the light of life.
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CONTINUE TO SUPPORT OUR
CHURCH FINANCIALLY.

Priests for Equality. The Inclusive Bible (pp. 1237-1238). Sheed &
Ward. Kindle Edition.

MCC Good Shepherd Western Sydney
Rainbow Recovery
Club Meetings (When Safe)
42 Macarthur St Ultimo
Alcoholics Anonymous 6pm to 7pm Monday, Wednesday & Thursday
Narcotics Anonymous 8pm to 9pm Thursday
Gamblers Anonymous 7pm to 8pm Saturday
For a complete list of various meeting please refer to

https://www.rainbowrecoveryclub.org.au/

Thank you to all our church family who have
continued to support the church financially by Direct
Debit during this lockdown. Your commitment has
enabled us to continue our outreach to so many per
Zoom and Facebook.
Just like every household the church has financial
commitments – Rent, Insurance – equipment, ability
to stream, copyright, ability to use music – Wage,
Church Supplies etc.

If any of our generous supporters is able to assist
with any of these church expenses, we would be extremely grateful either contact our Treasurer, Paul
Prior (0409 667 144) or simply contact your bank or
financial institution and ask them to Direct Debit a
specific amount to:
ANZ Bank

BSB 012 356

Account 222 02 1237
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July
Mon

4

Tue

5

July
Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

1

2

3

6

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16 Social Activity

17

Church
7:00pm

11

12

Church
7:00pm

18

19

Pollys 58th Dance
& Show 7:00pm

20

21

22

Church
7:00pm

25

26

24

Crave MCC
Christmas in July
6:00pm
27

Church
7:00pm

23 Social Activity

28

29

30

Board Meeting
7:00pm

31
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August
Mon
1

Tue
5

August

Wed

Fri

Thu

Sat

Sun

3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

17

18

19

20
Social Activity

21

Church
7:00pm

8

12

Church
7:00pm

15

19

Church
7:00pm

22

26

TBA

24

30

31

Church
7:00pm

26

27

Board Meeting
7:00pm

Church
7:00pm

29

25

28
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September
Mon

5

Tue

5

September

Wed

Thu

12

19

3

4

7

8

9

10

11

14

15

16

17 Social Activity

18

21

22

23

24

25

Church
7:00pm

26

26

Board Meeting
7:00pm

28

Church
7:00pm

Sun

2

Church
7:00pm

19

Sat

1

Church
7:00pm

12

Fri

29

30
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Looking for a Wedding Celebrant?
Check with Pastor Robert,
www.weddingswithflair.net

ONLINE & IN PERSON CHURCH SERVICES:
Please check with individual Churches:
Acceptance Catholics Friday 8.00pm Bedford & Stations St’s Newtown
Anglican Community Church of Our Lady of Advent Sunday 10am
Fr. Thomas Peacock 0427 287 776: 8004 9878

HELP WITH COUNSELING AND
CRISIS SITUATIONS.
Emergency Assistance
Beyond Blue
Lifeline

(triple zero) 000

Cathedral Church of the New Jerusalem, Sunday 5.30pm
Pingaree House, Brand St, Dundas
Archbishop Ron Langham. Bishop Paul Kingsmen
Christ Our Hope Community - Bishop Peter Johnson 0419 464 353

1300 224 636

Crave Church Sunday 4pm, 197 Macquarie St, Martin Place,
St Stephens Rev Dr Karl Hand

13 11 14 24/7

Leichhardt Baptist Church Sunday 10am Forster & Lord St’s,
Leichhardt, Rev Don Wright

Suicide Call Back Service 1300 659 467

MCC Brisbane Sunday 6pm 52 Merthyr Rd, New Farm (Uniting Church)

OASIS LITE MCC Christchurch New Zealand

NSW Mental Health Access Line 1800 011 511
QLife

1800 043 470 - 1800Respect
Covid & Pride Counselling
www.acon.org.au

WALDOT CAKES
Specialists in Cake Style & Design
Contact: Wally Crossley 0438 714 246

https://www.facebook.com/waldot.cakes.5

Cnr Knowles St and Nancy Ave. Sunday 1700-1830 http://oasislite.org
MCC Sydney Sunday 10am & 6.30pm 96 Crystal Street, Petersham
Spark Church 5pm every 2ndSunday Pastors Elizabeth Plant & Bec Apted 3
Bridges Community Centre 23 St Georges Rd (just off Forest Rd) Penshurst
0481911 895 for more into
The Open Door Community of Christ Sunday 6pm 74 Laycock St, Cranebrook
Pastor Sue Palmer
Contact Us
ADDRESS: 9 Carlton & Russell Streets, Granville NSW 2142
POSTAL ADDRESS: PO Box 501 Granville NSW 2142
Phone Pastor: 0406 004 300 / Office / 0431 361 519
Email: mccgoodshepherd3@gmail.com
Web: www.mccgoodshepherd.com
ZOOM https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87561753418?
pwd=KzZLSkFvM0dQQ2JqRnZqZXhNSlRiUT09
FACEBOOK http://www.facebook.com/marcgoodacre

